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PREFACE

This booklet has been prepared by the Poodle Club of America's Illustrated Breed Standard
Committee for the purpose of promoting abetter understanding of and appreciation for the Breed
Sandard of the Poodle. We have attempted to do this by illustrating the various points in the
official Breed Sandard.

Just as individuds differ in ther interpretations of the standard, artigs will vary in their concept
of the perfect Poodle accordingto the standard. It isimpossibleto please everyone, but that is an
important part of our gport-comparing and criticizing and seeking an unobtainable idea. Our
hope is that this booklet will serve as a guide in interpreting the Poodle Sandard to breeders,
judges, exhibitors and especialy the novice.

We would like to express our appreciation to Club Presidents Sterg O’ Déll, Helen Sokopp and
Jacklyn Hungerland for their encouragement and support of thisproject.
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ANATOMY OF THE POODLE




Official AKC Standard
For the Poodle

The Standard for the Poodle (Toy variety) is the same as for the Sandard and the M iniature
varieties except as regards hei ghts.

General Appearance Carriage and Condition

That of avery active, inteligent and degant-appearing dog, squardy built, well proportioned,
moving soundly and carrying himsef proudly. Properly clipped in the traditiond fashion and
carefully groomed, the Poodle has about him an air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himsdf.



Size, Proportion, Substance

Sze The Standard Poodle is over 15 inches a the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodle
which is 15 inches or | ess in hei ght shall be disqualified from competition as a Sandard Poodle.

The Miniature Poodle is 15 inches or under & the highest point of the shoulders, with a
minimum height in excess of 10 inches. Any Poodle which is over 15 inches or is 10 inches or
less at the highest point of the

shoulders shdl be disqualified from competition as aM iniature Poodle.

The Toy Poodle is 10 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodlewhich is
more than 10 inches at the highest point of the shoulders shall be disqualified from competition
asaToy Poodle

As long as the Toy Poodle is definitely a Toy Poodle, and the M iniature Poodle a M iniature
Poodle, both in baance and proportion for the Variety, diminutiveness shal be the deciding
factor when al other points are equal.



Sguarnly Bullt halght squals langth

Proportion: To insurethe desirable squarely built appearance, thelength of the body measured
from the breastbone to the poirt of the rump goproximates the helght from the highest point of

the shoulders tothe ground.

Substance: Bone and muscle of both forelegs and hind legs are in proportion to size of dog.

IMPORTANT

Poodle faults and virtues are covered by coat. Careful examination is
required by hand. —Editor’s Note




Head and Expression

@ Very dark, ovad in shape and sa far enough apart and positioned to creste an dert
intelligent expression. Major Faults: Eyes round, protruding, large or very light.
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FAound eyes, round
skull, smipey muzzle

Fraferrad

Eyes: too large, 100
round and tad light. Cheeky.



(b) Ears: hanging closeto the head, set a or slightly below eyeleve. Theear leather islong,
wide and thickly feathered; however, the ear fringe should not be of excessive length.
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(© Sull: moderately rounded, with aslight but definite stop. Cheekbones and muscles flat.
Length from occiput to gop about the same as length of muzzle,

(d) Muwzzle long, straight and fine, with a slight chiseling under the eyes. Srong without
lippiness. The chin definite enough to preclude snippiness. Major fault: lack of chin.
Teeth white, grong, and with a scissors bite. Major Faults: Undershot, Overshot, wry
mouith.
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Coeract side vitw

Broad, heawy
mead, [hroaty
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Hound skull
short Snepdy rowEkls

Lack of chin
100 nanmaw,
snipey muzzie

Head and Expression
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Carrect lrant view

I

Too broad and hegyy
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Neck, Topline, Body

Neck well proportioned, grong and long enough to permit the head to be carried high and with
dignity. Skin snug at throat. The neck rises from strong, smoothly muscled shoulders. Major
Fault: Ewe neck.

Short neck, Ewe neck which zeis Preferred
slean shouldar lorward an shoulders

The topline is leve, neither sloping nor roached, from the highest point of the shoulder blade to
the base of thetalil, with the exception of aslight hollow just behind the shoulder.

Roachod Back Pralarrisg
low tallset
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Body:
@ Chest degp and moderately wide with wel sprungribs.
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The chist |5 deep, 115 lowest point Ao higher than the albows

Pralarred

Lacking rily diepth, Too shallow in chest
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Body:

{by The loin is short, broad and muscular.
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INEarrgct Correct Incorrect
Rgund or barrelshaped Heart-shaped Poor rib spring, slab sided
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